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his Crown Council, and rejoined the Hohenzollern for
his usual northern cruise. Various conjectures have been
made as to why, at such a time of crisis, he did not summon
his Ministers and remain in Berlin. Possibly he thought
that his absence on a pleasure cruise would produce a
calming effect in Europe; it would then be plain that
he saw nothing alarming in the situation. Possibly the
war party in Germany distrusted his habitual blusterings
and withdrawals, and urged him, on the ostensible
pretext of restoring confidence, to go away, while they
could get on with their work. A more likely conjecture
is that he recoiled from the responsibility to which his
assurance to the Austrian Ambassador had already com-
mitted him. The most urgent need of that vacillating
nature, which had so often screened its terrors under
threats and sabre-rattlings, was that he should dissociate
himself from the crisis which he had helped to precipitate.
Despatches would follow him to those remote Norwegian
fjords, but before he could read them, comment on them
and return them events would have moved on. He was
not yet seriously alarmed for any real danger of war,
but if it came, it would not be he who could be blamed
for it. Austria was to frame the ultimatum on the
terms of which and on the consequent attitude of Russia
so much depended. Then there was England: what
would England have to say ?

While he was away President Poincare paid a state visit
to the Tsar. Very special honours were given to the
guest: the Tsar himself had gone out on his yacht to
meet the French cruiser La France which conveyed the
President to Cronstadt, and at the state banquet both laid
stress on the solidarity of the Russo-French alliance as a
guarantee for the peace of Europe: just so in Paris a